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for we need you.




Refrain       Text and Music, David Haas, b.1957 ©1987 OCP Publications, Inc.





 Je  -  sus,  come to  us,   lead us to your  light.     Je  -  sus,   be  with us,   for  we  need    you.





___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





My idea to follow the way of love this week:





Scripture Readings


Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7


Acts 10:34-38


Matthew 3:13-17





Reflection


The Baptism of Jesus was the beginning of Jesus’ public mission.  Baptism is the beginning of each Christian’s mission to serve as Jesus served.  Our Baptism as Christians requires that we lead lives of selfless service in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Each person is called to live out this service in a unique way through a particular vocation.


Some people know what they want to be right from childhood.  Sometimes a call from God is clear, like that of St. Paul.  For others, the call comes through other people, in subtle yearnings of the heart, or through a life changing experience.  During Vocations Awareness Week, pray in a special way for those called to the vocation of priesthood, consecrated life, single life, diaconate, or marriage.  May they be strengthened in their call, and may their witness be a source of encouragement to all.  Jesus invites all of us to follow him.


What is God calling you to be?





Questions


▪ What gift does God see when he looks at you?


▪ In baptism we have become children of God and are called to live a life of holiness.  In this new year, what is one way I could become holier?





Theme:  Called to be a Star! 





ACTIVITIES





Family Discussion About Vocations


Before you put away your Christmas manger scene, gather your family around.  Remind them everyone is special.  Each of us is one of a kind and precious in God’s eyes.  When you look in a mirror, think about yourself and know that God loves you.  When God looks at you, God sees a child who is lovable.  God will help each of you choose a way of life that will make you happy and holy.  In this way of life, you will best be able to use the gifts that God gave you.  You will become a gift to the world.  There are several ways of life to choose from.  People can be married or single, a sister or a brother, a priest or a deacon.  These ways of life are called vocations.


Discuss the vocations:


How do married persons share their gifts?  Think of your mother or father.  How do single persons share their gifts?  (You might name a single person the children know.)  How do sisters and brothers share their gifts?  (Name vowed religious the children know.)  How does Father (name) share his gifts?  Our deacon?


God calls you to one of these ways of life.  Because you are important in God’s eyes, God wants you to be happy and to be the unique person you were created to be.  This happens when you follow the vocation best suited to you.





A Prayer for Vocations


Dear God, help me to be what You want me to be so that I can be very happy in this life and in the next.  Amen.





Baptism Pictures


Share with your children their Baptism pictures.  Have them make and send a “Thinking of You” card or note to the priest or deacon who presided at the baptism stating how they will say a prayer for him.











Baptism of the Lord








