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for we need you.




Refrain       Text and Music, David Haas, b.1957 ©1987 OCP Publications, Inc.





 Je  -  sus,  come to  us,   lead us to your  light.     Je  -  sus,   be  with us,   for  we  need    you.





___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





My idea to follow the way of love this week:





Scripture Readings


Isaiah 60:1-6


Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6


Matthew 2:1-12





Reflection


Today we remember the magi who traveled to Bethlehem from faraway places to adore Jesus.  This feast celebrates the manifestation of Jesus to the world as Messiah, Son of God, and Savior.  The magi faced many hardships on their journey.  The Gospel tells us that a bright star led them to the manger site.  On entering the house, the magi saw the child with Mary, his mother.  This was an unexpected gift for Mary and Joseph.  In the very presence of Jesus, the magi brought gifts of frankincense, gold, and myrrh.  Their gifts express the love of the magi’s hearts and symbolize the preciousness of the receiver, Jesus, who is prophet, priest and king.   








Theme:  From Presents to Presence ...





ACTIVITIES





Family Tradition


Start a family tradition of exchanging names on the Feast of Epiphany and getting another family member a small gift, costing no more than $1.00.  These gifts can be exchanged at the evening meal.





Share with the members of your family memories of your favorite Christmas.  What was your favorite gift?


Share memories of the person who gave you the gift.





Wise Men’s Gifts


Celebrate the Wise Men’s Gifts to Jesus.  What is the significance of the three gifts?  Gold was the most precious of the material things, as gift to the Child King.  As gift to the Child Christ, it symbolizes his spiritual preciousness for all humankind.  Frankincense was a fragrant incense used in the temple for special gatherings with royalty, and myrrh represented the value of preserving and cherishing that which is good and precious.





Gold ... Share with your family something that is most precious to you.


Frankincense ... Share with your family members what are your favorite “smells” or fragrances of the holiday season.


Myrrh ... Share with your family something that you would like to preserve and cherish from this holy season.











Feast of the Epiphany








