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for we need you.



 










































Theme:  Charity Begins at Home . . .





Scripture Readings


Isaiah 11:1-10


Romans 15:4-9


Matthew 3:1-12





Reflection


Most parents can either remember having been told or having said, “Charity begins at home.”  Identifying this as a task of the family is acknowledging the role of the family as the domestic church.  It is in the home that we first experience love, hope, wisdom and reconciliation.  Being human, this can be difficult on a daily basis.  We can take for granted the wisdom and encouragement of those dwelling in our homes.  The first reading reminds us “a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse...and shall blossom.”  This Advent season offers us the opportunity to live love, mercy, peace and reconciliation.





Questions


▪ How will you nurture in one another the seed of Christ’s love?





▪ What ways can you be thankful to one another for each other’s gifts of wisdom and encouragement?





ACTIVITIES





Prepare Us


Prepare means, “Get ready!  Something is going to happen!”  God prepares our hearts for the coming of His Son.  These are some “prepare” activities: Do you wash your hands before dinner each night?  Do you set the table to get ready for dinner as a family?  Do you say grace before and after meals?  Are you making gifts for your family and friends?








A Call to Repent


John the Baptist tells us: “Repent, for the kingdom of God is at hand!”  If Jesus were to come to your home for Christmas, what actions would you take to prepare for His coming?  What actions of forgiveness would there be?  What words of gratitude would accompany the acts of forgiveness?








A Compassionate Heart


Christmas can be a lonely time for shut-ins.  Invite an elderly friend to a family meal.  Invite this friend to share their remembrances of Christmas, the family rituals and traditions.  Share your own family traditions with this friend.








Cultivate Community and Generosity


Invite friends over for a “slow food” meal.  Share your garden harvest with hungry neighbors at a food pantry (www.GardenShare.org).  Eat meals with your family.  Lobby legislators for public policies that benefit low-income people, by becoming an active member of the Catholic Advocacy Network (www.nyscatholicconference.org).








My idea to follow the way of love this week:





___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





 Je  -  sus,  come to  us,   lead us to your  light.     Je  -  sus,   be  with us,   for  we  need    you.
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Second Sunday of Advent


























