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for we need you.



 


































































Scripture Readings


Isaiah 35:1-6.10


St. James 5:7-10


Matthew 11:2-11





Reflection


“Patience is a virtue, have it if you can”… Living in a family is a constant exercise in patience.  Patience is required with a tired, hungry child, a searching adolescent, a confused elderly parent, or an angry spouse.  Family life is a lifetime journey which never truly ends.  It’s the vehicle through which a family travels through life.  Parents shape and mold the children’s character but they ultimately choose how they will behave.  We can only change ourselves and grow in patience and understanding of God’s presence in the members of our family.





Questions


▪ In what ways can you as a family show patience with one another?


▪ Can you name times that a family member has been patient with you or understanding of you?





ACTIVITIES





Appreciation of God’s Beauty of Nature


Go out for a winter family walk.  Look up at the stars.  Imagine the Bethlehem sky filled with angels or the bright star that led the wise men. Think of the patience of the people waiting for the coming of Jesus.  Let the Christmas lights on houses remind you that the Baby Jesus we are waiting for is the Light of the world.  Finish your family walk with a prayer outside.





Gather Us Around the Table


Decorate a place mat for every family member and use them for Christmas breakfast or dinner.  Do them carefully and with patience.  Write each person’s name in the center of a place mat and decorate the letters.  Surround the name with drawings of some of the things you as a family have read about—angels, wise men, shepherds, Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus.





The “Green Ribbon” Campaign


The “Green Ribbon” Campaign expresses solidarity with family farmers, rural communities and the web of creation.  Many farm families suffer from low farm prices, rising input costs and unfair markets.  Wear a green ribbon to symbolize hope.  Go to the web (ncrlc.com/greenribbon.html) for more information.





Christmas Baking


Bake some Christmas cookies for family, friends, and shut-ins.  Cut out the pictures from previous Christmas cards.  Use them for writing messages with your gift of cookies.  Don’t be afraid to tell people that you are giving them a gift on Jesus’ birthday because they have made Jesus present in your life this year, and tell them how.





Theme:  Waiting Requires Patience and Reflection . . .





My idea to follow the way of love this week:





______________________________________________________________________________________________________________





 Je  -  sus,  come to  us,   lead us to your  light.     Je  -  sus,   be  with us,   for  we  need    you.
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Third Sunday of Advent








