[image: image1.jpg]


Baptism of the Lord

Theme:  “Answer God’s Call”

Reflection

The Baptism of Jesus was the beginning of Jesus’ public mission.  Baptism is the beginning of each Christian’s mission to serve as Jesus served.  Our Baptism as Christians requires that we lead lives of selfless service in the spirit of Jesus Christ.  Each person is called to live out this service in a unique way through a particular vocation.

Some people know what they want to be right from childhood.  Sometimes a call from God is clear, like that of St. Paul.  For others, the call comes through other people, in subtle yearnings of the heart, or through a life changing experience.  During Vocations Awareness Week, pray in a special way for those called to the vocation of priesthood, consecrated life, single life, diaconate, or marriage.  May they be strengthened in their call, and may their witness be a source of encouragement to all.  Jesus invites all of us to follow him.

What is God calling you to be?
Questions

One definition of a saint is, “someone through whom God’s light shines.”

· How can I let God’s light shine through me?

· In the coming New Year, how can I answer God’s call in my life?
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How can I let God’s Word become flesh in me and become more involved in the work of the Body of Christ … the Church?
“The Dove”





See the stained glass cut-out of the dove.  Cut, color, and place on the stained glass window.





What does the dove represent?





Scripture Readings	    Isaiah 42:1-4,6-7   Acts 10:34-38   Mark 1:7-11





Activities


Sharing My Gifts/Talents


Draw a candle and write your name on it.  Then write your talents/gifts that you can share with others as the rays of the candlelight.


When I Grow Up


Write a short story about what you want to be when you grow up and how you can serve Jesus.  Then draw a picture of yourself to go with the story.


My First Name


Gather as a family and begin talking about your name.  How did you get your name?  What does it mean to you?  Parents may tell the story of how they chose the name if the children don’t know.  It may be interesting to find out what the name means.  Then have each person take a piece of paper and write his or her name lengthwise in big letters.  With the first letter write a quality that you have which begins with that letter.  Pass your paper to the person to your left.  You will receive a paper and will write down a quality that starts with the second letter.  Continue to pass the papers from person to person until it gets back to you.  If your name is extra long ask others to help you complete your qualities.  You may wish to decorate the page and hang it where you can see it often.











