Fourth Sunday of Advent

ACTIVITIES

Experiencing the Joy

In a world of technology that provides us with immediate feedback and instant gratification, it is often very difficult to think of accepting much of anything without getting a preview that we can opt to approve or reject.  Without making any specific plans, set aside an evening for being with a family member or friend and just trust the evening to develop.  The next day, reflect on the conversation, what you did, and the joy that it brought to both of you.

Responding to God’s Call

It is frequently a catastrophic event in life that serves to remind us that we really do not control all that much and must rely on God to see us through.  Seeing that God is there to help us is often difficult.  This week, take time to serve the needs of someone who is struggling.  Know that your choice to respond to God’s call provided the love and light the individual needed at that specific moment.  Take a few minutes to thank God for allowing you to be able to serve others.

Reconciliation with God, Yourself and Others

As you carefully wrap your packages to put under the tree this season, be sure to take extra time to smooth out all the wrinkles so the gifts will be their most beautiful.  While you do so, consider whether or not you have wrapped your arms around your family as lovingly during this past year.  Have you smoothed out all the wrinkles your relationships have encountered?  If there is someone with whom you need to reconcile, accept God’s will and do it.  Just send a Christmas card or make a phone call.  Put it to prayer.  Ask for the grace to make all your relationships beautiful again.
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Scripture Readings	II Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11, 16   Romans 16:25-27   Luke 1:26-38








Theme:  The Promise of Joy in Acceptance


Reflection


God promises us great joy in our lives.  We are asked only to trust and accept what He has in store for us.  Mary knew from the very beginning that her life was in God’s hands.  Because she was filled with God’s grace, trusted that the details would be taken care of, and never hesitated when He asked something of her.  Mary’s ability to openly accept God’s plan brought joy not only to herself, but to all of humanity.  Mary was the perfect model of discipleship, demonstrating that what we do for God brings joy not only to ourselves, but to all around us.





Questions


Knowing that God is with me at all times, how do I reflect that in�      the presence of others?


Am I willing to say “yes” to whatever God asks of me?











“Shepherd”





See the stained glass cut-out of the shepherd.  Cut, color, and place him in the stained glass window.





How does the shepherd fit into the Nativity scene?








