The Jesse Tree
No matter where we go in today’s world, we hear of someone who wants to know a little more about the family history and is tracing the family genealogy.   Remembering those who have gone before us helps us make strong family connections.  Decorating a Jesse Tree at home is a wonderful way to remind us that we are also part of Jesus’ family.
The entire tradition begins with a bare tree branch rather than an evergreen so that as additions are made to decorate the tree, it takes on the appearance of coming into flower.
Symbols to hang on the tree each day throughout Advent are generally homemade.  Many of the symbols, along with the accompanying Scripture stories, are even available on the internet and may be used to create simple decorations of cardboard, paper, clay and other mediums.  Below, you will find some information that might help you get started:
ANCESTOR

 SCRIPTURE REFERENCE

SYMBOL

Adam and Eve

     Genesis 3:1-24



an apple

Noah


     Genesis 6:11-9:17



an ark or a rainbow

Abraham

     Genesis 12:1-13:18


a camel

Sarah


     Genesis 12:1-13:18


a tent

Isaac


     Genesis 22:1-19



a ram

Rebecca

     Genesis 25:19-34; 27


a well

Jacob


     Genesis 28:10-22



a ladder

Rachel and Leah
     Genesis 29:15-30



a veil

Joseph


     Genesis 39-48



coat of many colors

Moses


     Exodus 20:1-21



commandment tablets

Miriam
     

     Exodus 15:20-21



a tambourine

David


     1 Samuel 16:1-16



a stringed instrument
Solomon

     1 Kings 3:4-15


  
a crown

Elizabeth

     Luke 1:39-55



a small home

Mary


     Luke 1:26-38



a lily or a ship

Joseph


     Matthew 1:18-25


 
a hammer or a saw

Jesus


     Luke 2:1-20



the chi-rho 

You might also include other symbols like an anchor for Ruth, a lion and a lamb for Isaiah, a tent peg and mallet for Deborah, a trumpet for Joshua and a lion for Daniel on your tree.  Don’t forget to add symbols of yourselves because you are also part of Jesus’ family!

