Trees That Tell a Story

For most of us, putting up the Christmas tree means a lot of excitement and a lot of reminiscing.  The colored lights and the ornaments represent a magical time for families, lightening our mood and reminding us to reflect and share our many gifts with others.

A tree can do a lot more than this.  It can remind us of our ancestry and our faith.  Like a Jesse tree that tells the story of our entire human family history, a tree in a home can tell of a personal family history.

An evergreen will remind us that life with Jesus is forever.

A chain or rope on the tree reminds us that all people are bound together by the love of God.

A star on top of the tree reminds us about the wise men who were guided by a star on their way to Bethlehem.

An angel on the tree helps us remember that it was the song of the angels that awakened the shepherds in the fields to tell them about the birth of Jesus.

[image: image1.wmf]A fish hanging somewhere on the tree reminds us of Jesus’ call to his disciples to be fishers of men.  The fish is also a symbol of Christianity.

A bird on the tree reminds us of the dove that represented the Holy Spirit who descended upon Jesus.  It is a constant reminder of God’s presence in our lives.

Since the earliest days of Christianity, a ship with sails has been a symbol used to represent the Church.  You see, a ship with a sail will catch the wind and move across the water just as we need the breath of God’s Spirit to move us across both the calm and the rough seas of life.   We could put a ship on the tree somewhere.

Colorful balls on the tree reminds us of the many diverse nations on earth, all of whom live in God’s love.

A tree with bells on it provides beautiful music to make us happy and remind us to give thanks and praise to God for his gift of Jesus.

Lights on the Christmas tree remind us of how the many people on earth all catch and reflect the light of God, showing it to others in their lives.  There couldn’t be a better way to “Let your light shine before all people that they may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”

So, when you set up your tree this year, think about the wonderful and amazing story that is held within the very branches...and of the love God has for all people. 
