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Family Friendly Bulletin Blurbs

Cycle A
- Please print one per week in your bulletin.  -

First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:37-44
Let us, as families, set aside time to celebrate this Advent season, by preparing for the coming of Christ.  If your family were told that in 22 days Christ would be arriving in your home, what actions would you take?  Bring the presence of Christ into your home.   Extend forgiveness, understanding and love when it would be least expected.
Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-9; Matthew 3:1-12
Today’s reading echoes themes of “Preparing the way for the Lord” (Matthew 3:3) and “Accept one another” (Romans 15:7).  Are we preparing for the coming of Christ as we decorate, shop, bake and party?  Do we accept one another as Christ accepts each of us?  Or do we believe everyone should act, think, and speak just as we do?  Judging others is contrary to the message of Christ.  Avoid criticism this week or myabe it’ll become a habit!
Third Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 35:1-6.10; James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
Advent is a time of patient waiting.  This season gives us an opportunity to grow in patience and understanding of God’s presence in our world.  How can we become more aware of the presence of God in our lives?  How can we bring the presence of God to others?
Fourth Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 7:10-14; Romans 1:1-7; Matthew 1:18-24
Angels often come into our lives at times of confusion.  When the angel appeared to Joseph as he was about to quietly divorce Mary, Joseph listened and did as the angel of the Lord commanded.  Do we listen as intently to the angels in our lives?
Christmas
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Read today's Gospel at your Christmas dinner table.  Thank Jesus throughout the day for your blessings.  Reflect on the ways God's glory is reflected in the newborn Jesus in your life.

Holy Family Sunday
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23
Every family is called to be a “holy family” … to hear and to follow the Lord, to be a sign of Christ’s love for His church.  Celebrate the Feast Day of the Holy Family with your family and with our parish family.
Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12
“Then you shall be radiant at what you see …”
Isaiah 60:5
We are reminded on this Feast of the Epiphany that the astrologers found the Star.  We, too, need to open our eyes to the Light.  Once we experience the Light of Christ, we can share that light with others.  Be Epiphany people!
Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Matthew 3:13-17
Today we celebrate the baptism of our Lord.  Let us reflect on our own baptism and that of our family members.  Being welcomed into a new life, into the Body of Christ, is a celebration that is to be continued through our lives.  How have the waters of baptism influenced my life today?

