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Family Friendly Bulletin Blurbs

Cycle B

- Please print one per week in your bulletin.  -

First Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 63:16-17, 19; 64:2-7,  I Corinthians 1:3-9; Mark 13:33-37
The first Sunday in Advent marks a new beginning of the Church Year and of preparing for the coming of Christ.  With all new beginnings come opportunities for growth.  A new Church calendar and season of Advent call us to look forward in hope for what is to come.  We are called to be transformed, to yield and to respond to God’s invitation, just as Mary did.  How have we responded to God’s invitation to BE Church, just as Mary did?

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; II Peter 3:8-14; Mark 1:1-8
Advent is a time for a new awareness and alertness to the coming of Christ and the Kingdom of God.  As we say, “Come, Lord Jesus”, we must make room for Him.  Do we care enough about ourselves, our family, those in need?  Yet, do we not care too much about our own ego and successes?  Through this paradox, we are better able to be identified with the living God, better able to set aside ourselves to make room for Christ, better able to share Christ with the members of our family.

Third Sunday of Advent  Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11; I Thessalonians 5:16-24; John 1:6-8, 19-28
As we prepare to welcome the Lord we learn the virtue of patient, prayerful waiting.  Nothing worthwhile in life is sudden.  We wait for life to reveal its meaning, year by year, experience by experience.  How patient have I been?  How prayerful have I been?  How hopeful am I?  Jesus comes to hearts patient with HOPE.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-11; Romans 16:25-27; Luke 1:26-38

“Then the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary’…”
Luke 1:30

These are God’s words to us, as well as to Mary.  God knows our fears and concerns and wants us to remember always that He is present with us and invites us to live more fully with Him.  How will I live more fully with God during this fourth week of Advent in order to celebrate the presence of Christ at Christmas?

Christmas
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Read today's Gospel at your Christmas dinner table.  Thank Jesus throughout the day for your blessings.  Reflect on the ways God's glory is reflected in the newborn Jesus in your life.

Holy Family Sunday
Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:22-40 or 22:39-40
“The Family is an intimate community of persons, bound together by blood, marriage or adoption for the whole of life.  The family can and should be called the DOMESTIC CHURCH.  This vision proclaims that family life is sacred and that family activities are holy.”  A Family Perspective in Church and Society, National Conference for Catholic Bishops.

Share a meal, a movie, visit relatives, begin a new family custom, share memories.  CELEBRATE FAMILY!

Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6; Matthew 2:1-12
“Your light has come, the glory of the Lord shines upon you.”
Isaiah 60:1

Despite the often delicate and difficult situation in modern society, families continue to provide the basic life experiences of responsibility for the nurturing, growth, well-being and freedom of its individual members.  The family can see Light and bring Light to each other.  The family can keep the spirit of Christmas alive in their hearts, home and in our world.

Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7; Acts 10:34-38; Mark 1:7-11
Today we celebrate the baptism of our Lord.  Let us reflect on our own baptism and that of our family members.  Being welcomed into a new life, into the Body of Christ, is a celebration that is to be continued through our lives.  How have the waters of baptism influenced my life today?

