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Family Friendly Bulletin Blurbs

Cycle C

- Please print one per week in your bulletin.  -

First Sunday of Advent    Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2; Luke 21:25-28,34-36

This Christmas season we would all like to have the peace of Christ, the ability to give as Jesus gave, and hearts that are not troubled.  As the rush begins, reflect on your past celebrations.  What is it about Christmas and gift giving that you find life-giving?  What traditions would you especially like to continue?  How can you use your time and talents to spread the joy of the season?

Second Sunday of Advent
Baruch 5:1-9; Philippians 1:4-6,8-11; Luke 3:1-6

"Make ready the way of the Lord"... as we respond to the message of today's readings, what need we do in order to clear the straight path for Him?  As we prepare for the coming of Christ, what need we do in order to smooth the rough ways?  We have the opportunity this week to look inward and determine what the Lord is asking of us as we prepare for His coming.

Third Sunday of Advent
Zephaniah 3:14-18; Philippians 4:4-7; Luke 3:10-18

"... then God's own peace, which is beyond all understanding, will stand over your hearts and minds...  “Philippians 4:7

Do we really grasp the message of God's peace?  Do we really understand how near God is to us?  This Advent, let us reflect on the holiness of our everyday lives... let us look for the sacred in the ordinary... let us look for Christ in one another... let us allow Christ to be reborn in us.

Fourth Sunday of Advent
Micah 5:1-4; Hebrews 10:5-10; Luke 1:39-45

"Blessed is she who trusted that the Lord's words to her would be fulfilled.”  Luke 1:45

What words is the Lord saying to us today?  Are we taking time to stop... from shopping, wrapping, baking and decorating to LISTEN to the Lord's message to us?  Mary became God's path to humanity, how might we be paths for making God present in our families today?

Christmas
Isaiah 52:7-10; Hebrews 1:1-6; John 1:1-18

Read today's Gospel at your Christmas dinner table.  Thank Jesus throughout the day for your blessings.  Reflect on the ways God's glory is reflected in the newborn Jesus in your life.

Holy Family Sunday
1 Samuel 1:20-22, 24-28 or Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; 1 John 3:1-2, 21-24 or Colossians 3:12-​17 or Colossians 3:12-21; Luke 2:41-52

"The family is an intimate community of persons, bound together by blood, marriage or adoption for the whole of life.  The family can and should be called the DOMESTIC CHURCH.  This vision proclaims that family life is sacred and that family activities are holy.  A Family Perspective in Church and Society, National Conference for Catholic Bishops
Share a meal, a movie, visit relatives, begin a new family custom, share memories, CELEBRATE FAMILY!

Epiphany of the Lord
Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:2-3a.5-6; Matthew 2:1-12

Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany.  The Wise Men followed the star as they traveled in the light amidst the darkness.  We, too, can look for the light amidst the darkness in our lives.  The radiance of God shines all around us if we only open our eyes and hearts.  Let us look for the light and share it during the new year.

Baptism of the Lord
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 3:15-16, 21-22

Today we celebrate the baptism of our Lord.  Let us reflect on our own baptism and that of our family members.  Being welcomed into a new life, into the Body of Christ, is a celebration that is to be continued through our lives.  How have the waters of Baptism influenced my life today?

