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And They Saw a Great Light…

A Penance Service for Use During Advent
Cycle A

And They Saw a Great Light

A Penance Service for use during Advent
Opening Song:  Jesus, Come to Us
Introduction

Celebrant:
Search for the light that will lead us all from darkness.

All:
Let us turn to the Lord to guide us from our places of darkness.

Celebrant:
For the times we have not let the light of Christ lead us:



Lord have mercy.



For the times we have failed to see the light of Christ in others:



Christ have mercy.

For the times we have hidden Christ’s light from those in need:



Lord have mercy.

Opening Prayer

Celebrant:
Let us pray.

God of all ages,
you sent your Son to us to light our way,
to free us from the darkness wherein lies our sin.
Help us now to cleanse our souls,
clear our sight and make room in our hearts
so that we may be ready to meet Him when He comes.
We ask this in the name of Christ, our Light.

Amen.

Reading of the Word of God
First Reading:
1 John 1:5 – 2:2
[Forgiveness follows acknowledgment of our sin.]

Response:
Psalm 25:8-11

All:

Good and upright is the Lord,




Who shows sinners the way,



Guides the humble rightly,




And teaches the humble the way.



All the paths of the Lord are faithful love

Toward those who honor the covenant demands.



For the sake of your name, Lord,




Pardon my guilt, though it is great.

Gospel:
John 3:16-21



[Forgiveness comes through Jesus.]

Homily

Examination of Conscience

Celebrant:
Have I forgotten to show compassion to others, as your unconditional love for me commands?  Have I caused grief to myself and others when I have failed to follow your light?
All:
Bathe me, as a mother washes her child who has strayed into mischief.  Help me follow your light.
Celebrant:
Have I carried confusion with me, failing you and others when I have tried to live without following your wisdom?  Have I ignored the lessons you have taught me when I passed by those in need?
All:
Heal me as with the waters of baptism and lift my spirit.  Help me follow your light.
Celebrant:
Have I seen the presence of Christ in others?  Have I made the presence of Christ in me visible to all I meet?  Have I truly dedicated myself to the work of your hands?
All:
Fill me with joy and song.  Make me feel glad again.  Help me follow your light.
Celebrant:
Have I shared you with others through my daily life?  Have I opened my lips in praise of you?  Have I urged others to invite you into their hearts?
All:
In my guilt, my soul has been torn and my spirit shattered.  You are right to be angry with me, and yet you do not reject me.  Please forgive me in my wrong‑doing and make my heart whole once again.  Help me follow your light.




[adapted from Rejoice, Beloved Woman by Barbara J. Monda]
Our Father

Individual Confession and Absolution

Concluding Rite


Dismissal

Celebrant:
Go in peace and may Jesus the Light shine on your paths and in your heart forever.

All:

Thanks be to God.







