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A Penance Service For Use During Advent
Cycle C
Advent Penance Service
Cycle C
Opening Song
   Jesus, Come to Us
Introduction


Advent is a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of the Lord Jesus.  As we await the coming of Jesus, we remember that this is a time of faith in God, hope for the future, and love for one another.  We long to become all that God created us to be.


The Sacrament of Reconciliation offers us the opportunity to experience again the coming of Jesus as Savior and Redeemer.

Celebrant:
Aware that the presence of Christ is with us as
Emmanuel, let us turn to the Lord for his mercy.

Celebrant:
For the times that we have been too busy to take
time to pray:

R.  
Lord, have mercy

For the times that we have not shared with those in need:

R.             Lord, have mercy

For the times we have not loved others as God has loved us:

R.             Lord, have mercy

Opening Prayer

God of promises, we are men and women of hope.  We come before you to acknowledge our sinfulness.  Change our hearts and minds to be restored to the fullness of your grace.  We long for your renewed coming into our lives.  We cling to your promise of life and we await you full of hope.  Come, Lord Jesus.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
Reading of the Word of God

First Reading
1 John 1: 5—2:2

Response
Psalm 25:8-11

All:  
Good and upright is the Lord; thus he shows sinners the way.  He guides the humble to justice, he teaches the humble his way. All the paths of the Lord are kindness and constancy toward those who keep his covenant and his decrees. For your name’s sake, O Lord, you will pardon my guilt, great as it is.

Gospel:  John 3:16-21

Homily

Examination of Conscience

Response:  
Jesus, forgive us!

We come before the Lord knowing that we are fragile human beings.  For the times we have been unkind and unforgiving towards our family and friends…

 

R.  Jesus, forgive us!
Christ comes to make us new in our ministry, in our families and communities, and in our relationships with him.  For the times we have not taken the time to listen, to offer encouragement and support…
R.  Jesus, forgive us!
The God of our longing comes to disturb us from our complacency.  He also comes with new hope for a tomorrow filled with promise.  For the times we have failed to trust in God’s ways for us and for our families…
R.  Jesus, forgive us!
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God makes all things new through his love and mercy.  For the times we have failed to reach out to the poor, the neighbor next door, the co-worker in our workplace with love and understanding…
R. Jesus, forgive us!

Celebrant:
Let us pray

God of promise, make us ready for your coming.  Help us to find quiet moments of contemplation.  Help us to see awesome beauty in one another’s eyes.  Help us to hear and respond to the cries of the poor and the oppressed.  Help us to grow closer to you with each passing day and to love you.  We ask for your forgiveness, a sincere and contrite heart and a spirit of love to go forth in your peace.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.
Individual Confession and Absolution

Concluding Rite

Dismissal

Celebrant:
Go in peace for the God of mercy and compassion has brought peace to our hearts.

All:

Thanks be to God.



