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“The Lord has done great things
for me and holy is his name.”  (Luke 1:46-55)

“My Soul Magnifies the Lord”

A Penance Service For Use During Advent
Cycle B

Advent Penance Service

Opening Song:  Mary’s Song of Praise

Introduction

Advent is the Church’s season of waiting.  A time of waiting is a pregnant time, a time to think of what has been and what will be.

Advent is the commercial world’s season of shopping, of late hours, and of crowded stores.  There is little time to think in the world’s busy season just before Christmas.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation gives a chance to take time out to think and to experience Christ’s presence in this sacrament.

Celebrant:  Aware of God’s presence within us, let us turn to the Lord for his mercy.

Celebrant:
For the times we have not been aware of God’s presence:

R.

Lord, have mercy.

For the times we have been too busy to pray:

R.

Christ have mercy.

For the times we have turned away from the needs of others.

R.

Lord have mercy.

Opening Prayer


Father, you chose Mary to be the Mother of God.  Through her Son Jesus, He freed us from the power of sin and death.  Help us to acknowledge our sinfulness and to be restored to the fullness of grace.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Reading of the Word of God

First Reading:  Revelation 11: 19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab

Response:  You are the highest honor of our race.

Blessed are you, daughter, by the Most High God, above all the women on earth; and blessed be the Lord God, the creator of heaven and earth.  R.

Your deed of hope will never be forgotten by those who tell of the might of God.  R.

Gospel:  Luke 1: 46-55

Homily

Examination of Conscience

Response:  God’s mercy is from age to age.

Our family recognizes that conflict is inevitable.  Have we recognized that conflict happens?  Have we acknowledged the conflict, talked about it, what things we can and cannot change?  Have we apologized to each other -- over and over again?  

R.
God’s mercy is from age to age.

Our family seeks solutions rather than trying to find someone to blame.  Have we acknowledged the hurt?  Have we offered support and encouragement to each other?  Have we worked to find solutions to the problem?  Have family meetings been effective in straightening out our conflicts? 

R.
God’s mercy is from age to age.

Our faith community seeks to discover God’s mercy and to be reconciled to Him.  Have I recognized the importance of the present time, of my moment in history?  Have I prayed?  Have I reached out to the poor, sought justice and peace in local matters, visited the sick? 

R.
God’s mercy is from age to age.

Our faith community acknowledges that God has done great things for us.  Have I responded with thanks or greed?  Have I taken for granted health, family, and friends?  Have I responded with acts of compassion and love toward others when there has been a need?

R.
God’s mercy is from age to age.

Celebrant:
Let us pray:

Father, we need to be aware of your mercy and kindness.  You have done great things for us.  We ask for your forgiveness, a sincere and contrite heart and a spirit of love to go forth in your peace.

Our Father

Individual Confession and Absolution

Concluding Rite

Dismissal

Celebrant:
Go in peace for the Almighty has done great things for us, and his mercy is from age to age.  

All:  

Thanks be to God.

