Baptism of the Lord

Prayer Service

(Requires a candle, a bowl of water, and a Bible)

Theme:  Focus briefly on the bowl of water before you.  Call to your awareness the gift of your Baptism.  By your Baptism, you have been called the beloved of God.  The waters of Baptism have brought us into God’s family.  Let us call to mind how blessed we are to be called God’s children.

Reading:  

Mark 1: 7-11

Reflect/Share:
God gives us gifts to share with others.  To what is God calling you?  How can you share your gifts?  
Prayer:  As you pray this prayer, extend your hands over the water.

Loving God, in affirmation of the inner cleansing and filling that your love is effecting within us, we ask your blessing on this basic element of life—water.  Through your ever active, creative love, may this gift of nature be a fresh and restorative sign of your forgiving and healing presence.  We bless this water, drawn from the deep springs of the earth, as a sign of cleansing and new life, in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Concluding Blessing:  One person begins by dipping his or her thumb in the water and making the Sign of the Cross on the forehead of the person next to you in the family, and then blesses the person with these words:

“(Name), I bless you in the name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen.”



