Called to be a Star!

A Family Rosary for the

Advent/Christmas Seasons

The First Joyful Mystery – The Annunciation of the Angel Gabriel to Mary
An angel was sent to a virgin named Mary to tell her that God wanted her to be the mother of his Son, the Savior.  Mary said, “Yes!”  Let us pray to Mary that, guided by her example, young people today may be generous in saying “Yes” to God’s call in their lives to be of service to others.

The Second Joyful Mystery – The Visitation of Mary to her cousin Elizabeth
Mary learned from the Angel Gabriel that her cousin Elizabeth was expecting a child.  Mary traveled to Elizabeth’s house to stay with her and help her.  Elizabeth recognized that Mary carried in her womb the Son of God.  Let us pray to Mary that families will always cherish life as a gift from God and become messengers of Jesus Christ by encouraging Church vocations, even within their own households.

The Third Joyful Mystery – The Birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ
Jesus is born in a stable in Bethlehem.  Shepherds come to visit him, and to offer their prayers and gifts.  Let us pray to Mary for the shepherds of our Church:  our pope, our bishop, and all bishops, priests, deacons, women and men religious who have dedicated their lives to the service of others.

The Fourth Joyful Mystery – The Presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple
Mary and Joseph bring the baby Jesus to the temple.  They offer Jesus back to God.  They remind us also of the mission of parents as the first teachers and examples of the faith to their children.  Let us pray to Mary that parents may know, respect and guide the vocation of a child who might feel called  by God to the priesthood or the religious life.

The Fifth Joyful Mystery – The Finding of the Child Jesus in the Temple
Mary and Joseph took 12-year-old Jesus with them to offer worship at the Temple in Jerusalem.  Jesus stayed behind to talk to the teachers about his Father.  This scene reminds us of the importance of talking about God within the family and the respect we are called to give to one another, especially to God’s Name and the Name of Jesus.  Let us pray to Mary that we might always be obedient to God and respectful to parents and those in authority as was her son, Jesus.
(At the end of the Rosary the following prayer may be prayed…)
Vocation Prayer of Parents for their Children
Loving God, you have given us the privilege as well as the responsibility of being loving parents.  In the name of Jesus, we ask you to guide us as we invite our children to hear your call to service and leadership.  May our children respond with deep faith and generosity to the needs of God’s people.  Help us to be a source of encouragement to our children by our own desire to be committed people who serve with love and enthusiasm.  Amen.
