Lenten  Prayer  Service
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Pray Without Ceasing

Building Holy Ground
    “Oh, that today you would hear his voice, 

harden not your hearts….”

Hebrews 3:7
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Theme:  
Lent is a time to build holy ground.  During Lent we try to know Jesus more and live in love according to his teachings.  We look around those we work and live with each day and reach out to love them more and to be aware of their needs.  We look at the people around the world who suffer from abuse, violence, hunger, thirst, injustices and wonder where God is in all of this.  Lent is a time of prayer, fasting and almsgiving.  Jesus invites us to remember his great love for us through his sacrificial death on the Cross.  We have these days of Lent to sacrifice and to pray asking Jesus to help us take away the stones that keep us from following him more closely.  We walk on holy ground.  We pray as Jesus taught his disciples to pray.
Reflection:  “Holy Ground” (tape)

1. This is holy ground, we’re standing on holy ground.

For the Lord is present and where he is, is holy.

This is holy ground, we’re standing on holy ground

For the Lord is present and where he is, is holy.

2. These are holy hands, He’s given us holy hands,

He works through these hands, and so these hands are holy,

These are holy hands, He’s given us holy hands,

He works through these hands, and so these hands are holy.

3. These are holy lips; He’s given us holy lips,

He speaks through these lips, and so these lips are holy.

These are holy lips, He’s given us holy lips,

He speaks through these lips, and so these lips are holy.
Opening Prayer:  God of all joy, source of all happiness, you sent Jesus to be our Redeemer.  May the way of life he taught by word and example be our way of life.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

Scripture Reading:      Hebrews 3: 7-19

Faith Sharing:  What does it mean to be “standing on holy ground”?  

Intercessions:  Lord, help us to build holy ground

· For Pope Benedict and all leaders of the Church who guides and leads the people of God closer to Jesus, we pray…

· For those who need our mercy, kindness, support and love, we pray…

· For those who do not have enough food on the table, clothes in their closet, or a roof over their head, we pray…

· For those who are away from the Church that they may find peace and reconciliation, we pray…

· For those who are sick in hospitals, nursing homes, the home bound and for those who care for them, we pray…

· For those who have died and for the consolation of their families, we pray…

Our Father:  Let us pray as Jesus taught his disciples to pray….
Closing Prayer: Gracious Father, deep within our hearts, we have a great hunger and need for your presence and guidance.  Through the gift of your Son Jesus he taught us how to live and to love by word and deed.  During this Lenten season, teach us to pray more deeply, teach us to love more ardently, and teach us to live more justly.  This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you, one God, forever and ever.  Amen. 
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“This is holy ground; we’re standing on holy ground.
For the Lord is present and where he is, is holy.”
