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Family Friendly Bulletin Blurbs

Cycle A

- Please print one per week in your bulletin.  -

First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matthew 4:1-11

As we begin the holy season of Lent, we have the opportunity to chart a course for the next 6 weeks that will enable us to grow spiritually.  Resisting temptation, seeing evil for what it is, and seeking justice are “road signs” along the way.  As we opt for good in the face of evil, we will experience the presence of God in our lives.

Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4; 2 Timothy 1:8-10; Matthew 17:1-9

“This is my beloved Son on whom my favor rests.” Matthew 17:5

As we reflect on the transfiguration today, we have the opportunity to imagine God’s favor resting on us … to grow in holiness as we experience the fullness of God’s life in Jesus.  How do we most need to transform, in order to be more Christ-like, as we continue our Lenten journey?

Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:3-7; Romans 5:1-2.5-8; John 4:5-42

Today we hear of the “living water.”  As we look at ourselves, we can ask: Where in our life do we most need the healing touch of the water from the well?  What is blocking God’s action in our lives?  What are we lacking that prevents us from recognizing our gifts and sharing them with others?

Fourth Sunday of Lent
1 Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41

As we reflect on the story of the man born blind, let us ponder our own “blindness.”  What do we need to do in order to “see” with our hearts as well as with our eyes?  How can we better keep our eyes open to see those in need and to see Christ in others?

Fifth Sunday of Lent

Ezekiel 37:12-14; Romans 8:8-11; John 11:1-45

When Martha and Mary suffered the loss of their brother, Jesus came to be with them.  He stood by them, cried with them and prayed with them.  He gave them a message of hope.  How do you respond to those around you in need of hope?  How do you bring Jesus’ message to those with whom you live, work and play?

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Matthew 21:1-11; Isaiah 50:4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Matthew 26:14-27:66

Holy Week recalls, affirms and celebrates the specific events that radically altered the course of history.  Through prayer, reflection and participation in Holy Week services, we can recall Christ’s passion, affirm His unconditional love for us and celebrate the paschal mystery.  Join our parish family as we celebrate the Triduum together.

Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34.37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9

Easter celebrates how Jesus dies and rises in us here and now, in our families, in our parish, in all of our joys and sorrows.  Celebrate the joy of Easter!  Let us all be Easter people -- rising to new life, dying to old ways and sharing the message of Easter with others!

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:42-47; 1 Peter 1:3-9; John 20:19-31

Today the scriptures remind us of the importance of forgiveness and peace … certainly qualities of “Easter People!”  As we forgive those who have hurt us and ask forgiveness of those whom we have hurt, we experience the peace of Christ and we also bring that peace to others.

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14.22-28; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Luke 24:13-35

“… they had come to know him in the breaking of the bread.”  Luke 24:25

The disciples, on the road to Emmaus, experienced the presence of God in the company of Jesus.  They experienced a healing presence, a loving presence, and a compassionate presence.  As we experience this of Jesus, do we also bring that presence to others?  Do we recognize that presence in others?

Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14.26-41; 1 Peter 2:20-25; John 10:1-10

“I have come that they may have life and have it to the full.”  John 10:10

Jesus came to bring life.  As we receive the fullness of life from God, we are called to share that life with others.  Life that is evident in the nurturing love of families … in the decisions to face challenges … in service to others … in resolving conflicts … in being Christ for those around us.

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7; 1 Peter 2:4-9; John 14:1-12

“I am the way, the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me.”  John 14:6

Do we remember “the way” as we busily go about our day?  If our focus were truly on “the way, the truth and the life”, would we react more appropriately?  Listen with openness?  See the good in others?  Gossip less?  Praise more?

Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 8:5-8.14-17; 1 Peter 3:15-18; John 14:15-21

How do we look upon the commandments?  Today’s Gospel calls us to check our motives.  Are we impelled by love or compelled by fear?  Do we see the commandments as invitations to demonstrate love and be Christ for one another?

Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:12-14; 1 Peter 4:13-16; John 17:1-11

“If you are insulted for the name of Christ, blessed are you …” 1 Peter 4:14

Living one’s faith commitment can sometimes lead to put-downs, misunderstandings and even hostility.  The world can be prejudiced and uncaring.  Let us pray for the courage to live our values in spite of the opinion of others.  Let us pray for the grace to respond to all people as if they were Children of God -- indeed they are!

Pentecost
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7.12-13; John 20:19-23

“There are different gifts but the same Spirit …” 1 Corinthians 12:4

Each of us is unique and each of us has many gifts.  Even if we believe we have limitations, we can still serve and share our gifts.  As we celebrate the Feast of Pentecost, let us reflect on our gifts and the ways in which we can use them … first with those most near us and then with the wider community.

Trinity Sunday
Exodus 34:4-6.8-9; 2 Corinthians 13:11-13; John 3:16-18

Today on Trinity Sunday we are reminded to mend our ways, to encourage one another and to live in harmony and peace.  Would we not experience the kingdom of God on earth if we followed these guidelines?  If we truly treated one another, regardless of color, gender or creed, as children of God, wouldn’t there be heaven on earth?

The Body and Blood of Christ
Deuteronomy 8:2-3.14-16; 1 Corinthians 10:16-17; John 6:51-58

“… the man who feeds on this bread shall live forever.” John 6:58

As we celebration the Feast of Corpus Christ, let us reflect on the gift of Eucharist.  As we receive the Eucharist, we truly become Eucharistic people.  How do we bring that gift to our families and to others around us?  Our bishops tell us: “As you gather for a meal, you break bread and share stories, becoming more fully the community of love Jesus calls us to be.”  Follow the Way of Love.

