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Family Friendly Bulletin Blurbs

Cycle B
- Please print one per week in your bulletin.  -

First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-15, 1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1: 12-15

Children model acceptance of God’s will by their parents’ acceptance of it.  If parents complain bitterly about temporary setbacks and disappointments, children may get the message that God is uncaring and unfair.  If, however, parents maintain their trust in God even in times of crises and share their belief that God will never abandon them, children will learn to draw good out of evil.

Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 22:1-2.9.10-13.15-18, Romans 8:31-34, Mark 9:2-10

“Every human being has a need and right to be loved, to have a home where he or she can put down roots and grow.  The family is the first and indispensable community in which this need is met – the family has a special vocation to be a place where people are loved not for what they do or what they have, but simply because they ARE.”  Pastoral letter of Bishops of the US, Nov. 1976.
Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 20:1-17, 1 Corinthians 1:22-25, John 2:13-25

Today’s readings challenge us to reflect on the spirit of our worship.  Do we “celebrate” liturgy?  Are we symbols of joy and unity?  When we eat and drink together as a community are we transformed – as individuals, as families, and as a parish community?
Fourth Sunday of Lent
2 Chronicles 36:14-17.19-23, Ephesians 2:4-10, John 3:14-21

Lent gives us the opportunity to SEE through a different lens.  As we focus on prayer, fasting and almsgiving, we can change the way we see God, God’s people and the world.  Practice mediation; fast from behavior that conflicts with your values; see the needs of those around you; and practice charitable giving.
Fifth Sunday of Lent

Jeremiah 31:31-34, Hebrews 5:7-9, John 12:20-33

The readings today remind us of the Lord’s life-giving grace.  Jesus comes to us to bring healing and life, just as He did for his friend Lazarus.  He is the master of life and death.  What stone needs to be removed in order for us to experience the presence of Christ in our lives, and bring that presence to those around us?

Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion
Luke 19:28-40, Isaiah 50:4-7, Philippians 2:6-11, Mark 14:1-15.47

As we approach Holy Week, with Lent nearing an end, let us reflect on our goals for this season, have we been transformed?  If we gave up soft drinks, alcohol or candy, has the sacrifice made a difference in our life?  If we have attended Lenten prayer services, have we left enriched?  Has our fasting, prayer and almsgiving made a difference in our relationship with God and with our family?  Others often know of our Lenten sacrifice, do they also notice a difference in us?

Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34.37-43; Colossians 3:1-4 or 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; John 20:1-9

Today we are called to be Easter People – to rise to new life – to die to old ways – to celebrate life – to share the message of Easter with others – and to rise to new experiences of love; after entering into the very mystery of Christ’s own dying and rising.  How will I respond to this call?

Second Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35, 1 John 5:1-6, John 20:19-31

Jesus penetrates the locked doors and says, “Peace be with you.”  What are the “locked doors” in your family?  …Unforgiveness?  …Rejection?  …Abuse?  Invite Jesus to penetrate your locked doors and bring you His peace and healing.
Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:13-15.17-19, I John 2:1-5, Luke 24:35-48

“Look at my hands and feet; it is really I.”  Luke 24:39

Jesus is present to us as He was to His friends after the resurrection.  As we reach out in love to those around us, as we work for peace, as we seek justice and as we stand up for our convictions, we are the hands and feet of Jesus.
Fourth Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:8-12, I John 3:1-2, John 10:11-18

“I am the Good Shepherd…God knows me and I know God.”  John 10:14.15
Sheep respond to the voice of the shepherd who leads them.  How do we listen to the voice of the Good Shepherd?  Do we recognize His voice in others?  Do we invite others to walk with us as we follow His voice?
Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 9:26-31, I John 3:18-24, John 15:1-8

“I am the vine, you are the branches.”  John 15:5
The gospel today invites us to reflect upon the fruit we bear.  How do we respond to God’s love?  Do we allow God to be all things for us and to work through us?
Sixth Sunday of Easter
Acts 10:25-26.34-35.44-48, I John 4:7-10, John 15:9-17

“Love One Another.”  John 15:15
The mission of the Church is to love – all people.  It takes big and little decisions to love, to rise above the difficult, the painful and even the tragic events in family life.  It takes big and little decisions to love, to enjoy and celebrate the every day events that are truly the sacred in the ordinary.
Seventh Sunday of Easter
Acts 1:15-17.20-26, I John 4:11-16, John 17:11-19

Today’s gospel reminds us that Jesus wants us to share His joy completely.  Do we look closely at the little surprises of joy in our lives?  Do we share our joy with others?  Are we Easter people, celebrating and recalling the Easter story throughout the year?
Pentecost
Acts 2:1-11; 1 Corinthians 12:3-7.12-13; John 20:19-23

Developing the potential of its members is an important function and a major strength of families and of churches.  Do we recognize, affirm and nourish the gifts of those around us?  Do we cultivate and thank God for our own gifts?  They are meant to be shared!  How do we share our gifts to build up God’s kingdom on earth?  On this day of Pentecost, let us ask the Holy Spirit to renew the face of the earth – through us!
Trinity Sunday
Deuteronomy 4:32-34.39-40, Romans 8:14-17, Matthew 28:16-20

Today, Trinity Sunday, we are reminded of God’s unconditional love, made visible in Jesus, and manifested by the power of the Holy Spirit.  As we reflect on life in the Trinity, let us discover ways to mirror God’s great love for us in the Church of the home….the primary place of learning and experience.
The Body and Blood of Christ
Exodus 24:3-8, Hebrews 9:11-15, Mark 14:12-16.22-26

“The greatest thing we can do in life is to teach ourselves to be always present to God.  The small routine tasks that fill every day spent in the care of others may seem to be a barrier to this, but they are not.  They may in fact be turned into one of the finest spiritual disciplines.  A special sacrament to others that may appear to be the most ordinary and mundane of tasks is revealed to be a sacred act, an act of prayer.”  – Ernest Boyer, Jr., Finding God at Home.  As we begin summer, let us be present to God and to one another.  Family traditions are sacred and evolve over time.  Create traditions this summer!
