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Teach Us to Pray and to Forgive One Another
Jesus was in a certain place praying.  When he finished, one of the disciples said, “Teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” (Luke 11:1).  As Jesus’ children, he invites us to come to him and to be with him.  Recognizing our dependence upon Jesus, let us ask him to fill us with his love and his way of loving and forgiving others.

Call to Prayer:
Be still. Center yourself in Christ.
Song:


Peace or We Remember

Opening Prayer:
Gracious Jesus, as your disciples and friends, we, too, ask you to teach us to pray. Deep within our heart we have a great hunger and need for your presence and guidance. Teach us to pray. Teach us to forgive. Teach us to love. Teach us to live. This we ask in your name. Amen.
Reading:

Matthew 6:9-15
Reflection/Homily
Examination of Conscience:

Do I set aside time everyday to pray and ask God for strength to follow Jesus?
Do I pray for my parents, my brothers and sisters, and all the people who love me and take care of me?
Do I really pray with other people when we worship together in church? Do I sometimes disturb others?
Am I always willing to make peace after a quarrel? Do I ever hold grudges against other people?
Am I willing to ask forgiveness when I have hurt my parents, a brother or sister, a friend, by my selfish words or actions?
Do I make my home a place where people can find forgiveness?
Procession
The children may carry a paper cross promising Jesus to be more loving and forgiving.
Let us pray:
God, our Father, we honor the cross of Jesus. During Lent may it remind us of the suffering of your Son. Let it recall to us the promises we have made and help us to keep them. Grant that the cross may comfort us, protect us and shield us from all evil. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Intercessory Prayer

For our forgetfulness:



Forgive us, Lord
For our unkindness to one another

Forgive us, Lord
For our selfishness or refusal to help
Forgive us, Lord
For our broken promises


Forgive us, Lord
For our failure to do good


Forgive us, Lord
For our secret sins



Forgive us, Lord

Prayer: Our Father (Children could gather in a circle to hold hands or with hands extended.)

Individual Confessions

Concluding Rite

Blessing:
May God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ grant us peace, love and faith.
All: 

Amen.
May Almighty God, bless you, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: 

Amen.
Closing Song:
Prayer of St. Francis
Prayer of St. Francis

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace, 
Where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy;
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much
seek to be consoled as to console; 
to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive; 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
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