Celebrant:
Your Spirit changes our hearts when we strive to protect and assist others, particularly the poor and those in need.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist by sharing our resources with the poor, Lord have mercy.

Celebrant:

Father of infinite mercy and compassion, we recognize the truth of your persistent love and acceptance.  We recognize our frailties and limits in finding the inner harmony and personal integrity for which our human hearts so ardently yearn.  By the power of your Spirit, help us to turn to your Son, Jesus, present in the community of faith, for the reconciling power he alone can give.  Heal the wounds and hurts that divide us.  Renew our minds and hearts as people bound to you in covenant.  Let us experience a genuine inner conversion from the paralysis of sin so that with all your saints we may live in the freedom of your children, acknowledging the dominion of Jesus' power in our lives.  May we find in the sacrament of reconciliation an experience of worship in spirit and in truth, so that we may ever proclaim our Eucharistic praise of your healing acceptance and transforming love as we pray...

Our Father

Individual Confession and Absolution
Concluding Rite
Dismissal

Celebrant: Go in peace to be Eucharist for others.  All: Thanks be to God.


Living the Eucharist
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as People of Reconciliation

Penance Service for Use During Lent - Cycle A
God our Father is a God of love and mercy.  He is always ready to forgive.  Time and tine again we have broken His covenant, but He did not abandon us.  Through His son Jesus Christ, He bound Himself even more closely to the human family by a bond that can never be broken.  Now is the tinge for us, His people, to turn back to Him and to be renewed in Christ, which is a time of grace and reconciliation.  The Father looks on us with His love to share His forgiveness in this Sacrament of Reconciliation, to be healed of all division and to be the one body of Christ for others.  Let us be strengthened by the power and grace of Christ's body to be people of reconciliation.
Opening Song: Hosea

Opening Prayer

Father, for your glory and our salvation, Jesus was obedient, accepting even death, death on the cross.  May the people He gained for you by His blood come to share in the power of His cross and resurrection by celebrating the power of His forgiveness, for He lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God forever and ever.  Amen.

Reading of the Word of God

 First Reading: Sirach 28:2-7 Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 103

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Bless the Lord, 0 my soul; and all my being, bless his holy name
Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his benefits.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

He pardons all your iniquities, He heals all your ills.
He redeems your life from destruction.

He crowns you with kindness and compassion.

R. The Lord is kind and merciful.

Merciful and gracious is the Lord,

Slow to anger and abounding in kindness.

He will not always chide, nor does He keep his wrath forever

R. The Lord is kind and merciful

Gospel: Luke 15:11-32 
Homily


Examination of Conscience

Celebrant:
With the guidance of the Spirit, let us ask God for His mercy by responding: "Lord have mercy."
Celebrant:
In the midst of conflict and division, you can turn minds to thoughts of peace.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist for others by acting as peacemakers, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant:
Your Spirit changes our hearts when enemies begin to speak to one another.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist to our brothers and sisters, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant:
Your Spirit is at work when understanding puts an end to strife.
All:
For the times we failed to be Eucharist for others by upholding justice, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant:
Your Spirit changes our hearts when those who were estranged Join hands in friendship.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist for others by our estrangement toward them, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant: Your Spirit is at work when hatred quenched by mercy and vengeance gives way to forgiveness.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist by forgiving others, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant:
By your Spirit of life and love, your presence dwells within us.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist for others by showing reverence and respect for your presence in our brothers and sisters, Lord have mercy.
Celebrant: Your Spirit is at work when we commit ourselves to respect all life and uphold the dignity of every human person.
All:
For the times we have failed to be Eucharist to others by living in love and harmony with our family and members of our community, Lord have mercy.

