Proclamation of Praise
All:  

You are great indeed, God of love and mercy!  In you and through you we are healed.  By sending Jesus to redeem us you looked on us with boundless love, and despite our sinfulness, gave us eternal life.
We praise and adore you for being our God, a God of endless possibilities whose love enlivens us.
We praise and adore you for the gift of Jesus, who frees us from all that oppresses and shatters.
We praise and adore you for the gift of life and the gift of others with whom we share it.
We praise and adore you for extending your forgiveness to us again and again, for healing our hurts, and for welcoming us back into the warmth of your embrace.
We praise and adore you for being our God, full of tenderness and compassion.
May our hearts never cease praising you and may our lips always proclaim your love.
Our Father

Individual Confession and Absolution

Concluding Rite

Dismissal

Celebrant:  
Go in peace to be the heart of Christ for others.

All:


Thanks be to God.
Credit:  We Celebrate: Prayer Services for Special Occasions, Ave Maria Press, 1990 and Together We Pray, Carmen L. Caltagirone, Ave Maria Press, 2005.
Heart for Hearts
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     A Penance Service for Use During Lent - Cycle B
God’s first covenant with his people was given to Moses on two stone tablets.  In refusing to live within this relationship, the people cultivated what the prophets called a “hardness of heart.”  The people’s hearts seemed made of the same stone as the Law.
The new covenant was to be written in the heart, replacing our stony hearts, God reveals his love through Jesus.  Jesus’ pierced heart moves us to recognize the malice of sin and the goodness of salvation.
In the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance, God graces us with a new heart.  Our response will allow it to increase within us because we have a change of heart.
Opening Song:   Shepherd Me, O God ~or~ Create In Me A Clean Heart

Opening Prayer

Tender God, we come before you aware of your mercy and compassion.  May our gathering be a return to you as we enter anew into your gracious love.




All

We are sinners and have failed to heed your call to love.  We have turned from you, seeking our own way, but we have come home, sinful and in need of your forgiveness.  We have come home to you, gracious God because our hearts know your loving kindness.  We have come home to you to ask forgiveness and seek comfort.  Hear our prayers and have mercy.  Amen.

Reading of the Word of God

First Reading: 
Jeremiah 31:34 (Promise of a New Heart)
Responsorial Psalm:
Psalm 50

Celebrant: 

 I will give you a new heart and place a new spirit within you, taking from your bodies your stony hearts and giving you natural hearts.

(Ezekiel 36:26)

R.  A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.
Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with your whole heart, with fasting, and weeping, and mourning.  (Joel 2:12)

R.  A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.

I will give you a heart with which to understand that I am the Lord.  You shall be my people and I will be your God, for you shall return to me with your whole heart.  (Jeremiah 24:7)

R. A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.

Oh, that today you would hear his voice: “Harden not your hearts.”

(Psalms 95:7-8)

R. A clean heart create for me, O God, and a steadfast spirit renew within me.

Gospel:       John 19: 31-35 (Jesus’ Heart)

Homily

Examination of Conscience

Celebrant:  

Compassionate God, with total trust in your mercy and love, we admit our sin and ask for your healing forgiveness.

Celebrant:  
For our selfishness

All:

forgive us, loving God.

Celebrant:
For our arrogance

All:

forgive us, loving God.

Celebrant: 
For our lack of humility

All:

forgive us, loving God.

Celebrant:
For our greed

All:

forgive us, loving God.
