Discovering the Treasures Within
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A Penance Service for Families

Cycle C
During Lent, we contemplate and celebrate the great gift of God’s forgiveness.  Whatever our sins, our faults and failings, God offers us forgiveness.  While we believe in God’s forgiveness, we also acknowledge our need to change and grow to become more like Jesus in our thinking, our decisions, and our actions.  “Discover the Treasures Within” us as earthen vessels as we celebrate the Sacrament of Penance.  The treasures within us are peace, forgiveness, compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, patience and love.  Let us offer these treasures to one another in our families.

OPENING SONG: "Earthen Vessels"

Celebrants come forward as the songs are sung or played.

Celebrant:
You the families of our parish are earthen vessels filled with wealth. We hope that in your coming together today you may discover the untold wealth in each of your families. As we go through our celebration, we will listen to God's word and reflect on it together and within our family groups. Pause.

OPENING PRAYER

Lord, we come together as the families of 



 parish family. We come together because you invite us in love to take time out of our busy world to reflect. We ask your help and we need your forgiveness. We have not always been faithful to the gospel message. Help us, Lord, to look honestly at ourselves and at our family. Give us your strength and your peace. Amen.

Reader l:
Today we listen to a story Jesus told about a family who faced many of the problems we face in our family every day. Let us listen and reflect on this reading from the Gospel as recorded by Luke (15:11​32).
Jesus said to them: A man had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,
Reader 2:
"Father, give me the share of the estate that is coming to me."
Reader 1:
So the father divided up the property. Some days later this younger son collected all his belongings and went off to a distant land, where he squandered his money on dissolute living. After he had spent everything, a great famine broke out in that country and he was in dire need. So he attached himself to one of the propertied class of the place, who sent him to his farm to take care of the pigs. He longed to fill his belly with the husks that were fodder for the pigs, but no one made a move to give him anything. Coming to his senses at last, he said:
Reader 2:
"How many hired hands at my father's place have more than enough to eat, while here I am starving? I will break away and return to my father, and say to him, 'Father, I have sinned against God and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son. Treat me like one of your hired hands."
Reader 1:
With that he set off for his father's house. While he was still a long way off, his father caught sight of him, threw his arms around his neck, and kissed him. The son said to him,
Reader 2:
"Father, I have sinned against God and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son."
Reader 1:
The father said to his servants:

Reader 3:
"Quick, bring out the finest robe and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and shoes on feet. Take the fatted calf and kill it. Let us eat and celebrate because this son of mine was dead and has come back to life. He was lost and is found."
Reader 1:
Then the celebration began. Meanwhile the elder son was out on the land. As he neared the house on his way home, he heard the sound of music and dancing. He called one of the servants and asked him the reason for the dancing and the music. The servant answered:
Reader 4:
"Your brother is home, and your father has killed the fatted calf because he has him back in good health."
Reader 1:
The son grew angry at this and would not go in; but his father came out and began to plead with him. He said to his father in reply:
Reader 5:
"For years now I have slaved for you. I never disobeyed one of your orders, yet you never gave me so much as a kid goat to celebrate with my friends. Then, when this son of yours returns after having gone through your property with loose women, you kill the fatted calf for him."
Reader 3:
"My son, you are with me always, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice! This brother of yours was dead, and has come back to life. He was lost, and is found."

REFLECTION/HOMILY

EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE

Husband
Are we as husband and wife supportive of each other?
Wife
Do we feel free to speak about our love and concern for each other in front of our children?
Husband
Do our children know that they are loved no matter what they may do?
Wife
Do our children feel that they can always come and find their home in our family?
Husband
Do we help our children cope with difficult learning experiences?
Child 1
Do we as children show love and concern for our parents and for one another within our family?
Child 2
Are we as children always trying to get our share?
Child 1
Are we as children jealous of one another?
Child 2
Do we as children find it easy to forgive one another?
Wife
Do we as a family try to respond to the needs within our parish and community?
Husband
Do we as a family challenge one another to be persons of Christian faith?
Wife
Do we as a family come together to worship the Lord?

Let Us Pray:
God our Father, as we come before you as family, may we always be open to the power of your love for us. Forgive us for the times we have been prodigal sons and daughters. Grant us your mercy through the merits of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. Amen.

INTERCESSORY PRAYER

For our forgetfulness:


Forgive us, Lord
For our unkindness to one another:

Forgive us, Lord
For our selfishness or refusal to help:
Forgive us, Lord
For our broken promises:


Forgive us, Lord
For our failure-to do good:


Forgive us, Lord
For our secret sins:


Forgive us, Lord
INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS
Celebrant
You have celebrated your love and your need to be at peace within your family. The candle you have lit together should be a reminder of this day and of your continued effort to live at peace with one another.  Take this candle home and let it remind you of the great untold wealth that is present in your family. Let it be a sign of the peace you need to strive for within the family. When things become tense light this candle, come together and share your love and concern for one another. Recognize that Jesus is an important part of your Christian family. Know that in him all things can be peaceful. Pause.

DISMISSAL
Celebrant:
May you go forth in the peace and love of the Lord.
All:

Amen.
Celebrant:
May you as a family always let your light shine before people.
All:

Amen.
Celebrant:
May you always show support and love for one another. 
All:

Amen.
Celebrant:
And may the Lord bless you in the name of the Father, on and Holy Spirit.
All:

Amen.

RECESSIONAL SONG: "Let There Be Peace on Earth."

