Lenten Prayer Service
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The Spirit of “Almsgiving”

Theme:  The season of Lent offers each of us the opportunity to serve the needs of the neighbor, the poor, the lonely, the forgotten, the downtrodden, and all those who need our help.  This help should be the expression of charity.  Giving all that one has to the poor is a condition of being a disciple.  The practice of the early Church was always to care for the poor of the community.  As the Body of Christ, we continue to give of our “Lenten savings and time”, that is, giving of alms and the gift of ourselves to the poor of our own local community.

Song:  “Blest Are They”

Opening Prayer:  Faithful God, you give us forty days of Lent to quiet ourselves and explore the inner chambers of our hearts.  Let these sacred days be a time when we seek and find you there among those in need.  Passionate God, may we find you in the tears and pain of those who suffer unjustly from poverty and from whatever troubles their hearts.  Make this time of Lent a time to give all that we have without counting the cost.  This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen.

Litany of Forgiveness

Leader:
We come before our God, who is full of compassion, to ask forgiveness and mercy.

Reader:
When in our excesses we consume more than our share while others go with basic needs unmet:

All:

Forgive us, merciful God.

Reader:
When we are blinded by our affluence and fail to reach out in care and concern:

All:

Forgive us, merciful God.
Reader:
When we are overwhelmed by desires to acquire and consume more than we need:

All:

Forgive us, merciful God.

Reader:
When possessions cloud our view of you and your gracious love:
All:
Forgive us, merciful God.
Scripture Reading:  Acts 4:32-37

Faith Sharing:  In what way does your local parish community give to the poor?  How will you as an individual give of your time to someone in need?

Intercessions:  

Leader:  God our Father, you have gathered us around you.  Let our hearts be shaken out of our easy ways, that we may repent and take positive steps in our witness of love and self-giving to you.

R.
Lord, help us to be self-giving.

· That Lent may bring a return to the covenant in which we love God and our neighbor as Jesus teaches, we pray to the Lord.

· That Lent may be a time for truth, justice and peace in the decisions of state, national and world governments, we pray to the Lord.

· That Lent may be a time for positive efforts toward renewal of our covenant promises to love one another regardless of race, color, creed, we pray to the Lord.

· That Lent may provide each family with time to
strengthen bonds of love and communication, we pray to the Lord.

· That Lent’s prayers and sacrifices may bring relief to those suffering from any need, we pray to the Lord.
Closing Prayer:  

God of mystery, we journey with Jesus during this Lenten season with the certain hope that you will recreate our world so that all people will live in peace and justice.  Call us out of the wilderness of apathy and help us to reach out to those who do not know hope or love.  Hear the longings of our hearts and the cries of those who yearn to live in peace and justice.  Let Easter burst into a world waiting to be re-created.  Amen.
[image: image3.jpg])
\





