The Importance of the

Funeral Service and

— by Daniel 8. Gallagher

As in life, so in death, IT'S NOT ABOUT YOU!

Editor's Note: The following is based
orl an article by Dan Gallagher in
response to the changing attitude he
has seen towards burial practices.

It was published in their annual
newsletter which was sent out to all
parishes in the diocese.

This is a paradox principle, the mes-
sage of the Gospel that we do not live
for ourselves but for Him (CHRIST).
“It is no longer | who lives but Christ
in me.” Lose your life and you will
save It. Jesus was the greatest example
in that He came not for Himself but
to do the Father’s will and sacrifice
Himself for the sins of man.

The two greatest commandments are
love GOD with all your heart, soul,
strength and mind, and love thy
NEIGHBOR as thyself. As 1 was think-
ing on these things, I felt the Lord
impressed on my heart these words:

I AM FREE BECAUSE IT AIN'T
ABOUT ME! True freedom comes
when we think about others before
ourselves,

In today’s workd culture it seems we
have lost this principle, and respect for
life. More importantly we have lost the
fear of God and His love, We have
become more self-centered, easily
offended, angered, self absorbed, and
busy. We can see this in many ways
today, especially through abortion,
euthanasia, and the way we treat our
elderly and cur young. We can also see
this in the way society treats those who
have died; it is in the lack of respect
for the body that housed the spirit

of GOD.
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You say, “What does this have to do
with cemeteries and funcral arrange-
ments?” EVERYTHING!

You see, the funeral rituals offer com-
fort, support, healing and much more
to the living, not YOU, the deceased.
I frequently hear it said, “I don’t want
people to see me lying theres” o, 1
don’t care what they do with me.”

Funeral Rituals are About the Life Lived

Let me say this again, it’s not about
YOU as a deceased person. It s about
the life you lived and the lives vou have
touched. It's about the LIVING - your
family, friends, neighbors, friends of
friends and other people vou may not
even remember or know,

We need to be reminded of how
important it is to allow people to par-
ticipate in the visitation, service, funer-
al and burial.

I have often heard many people say
that they do not want people to
remember them in that way. Let me
assure you, being 30 vears in the death
care industry, they will not! Whar it
does s to help them to remember your
life, celebrate, and bring about finality
and heating.

Following is a letrer written by a close
friend of mine whose mother recently
passed away:

The benefits of funeral visitation gre
inmgmerable. My mother passed away
a few short weeks ago and before that
time | had always hesitated to attend
funeral visitations. Puneral visitations
were only for very close friends or
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family members. [ believed that if 1
went, my goal was o belp console the
family in some way, which was so far
from what actually happened, because
Pwould cry when [ tried to speak to
anyone. I hated going to the funeral
home because [ believed I was making
a “fool” of myself. Where was the
benefit to viewing someone who has
already passed away?

As you can see, funeral visitation was
based on “ME"(how 1 feltj and what I

got out of the experience. I was wrong,

After taking part in wmy mother’s
visitation, I bave a new perspective on
funeral home visitation, [ learned that
it is extremely healing io be together
as a family at this particular time.
Without visitation, would all the
coustus, aunis and uncles, nieces and
nephews get together and reminisce?
We talked about vacations together,
bolidays, and all the good food that
my mom could make, We marveled at
the babies, the college graduates, and
the newly married couples.

Funeral visitation was very comforting
1o me as the daughter of the deceased.
[ saw bundreds of peaple that nty
mom’s life made an impact on, That
felt good. Visitors told of mom’s quiet-
ness, her caring, ber sense of humor, -
and most of all ber love for everyone.
[ ket wry mow was a sweet, quiet
woman, but [ never knew how being
quiet could reach SO many people.




Many told of Fow wry mom would just be there to Lsten
feome to think of it, she did a lot of Fstening to me also!)

The most interesting part of funeral visitation was that |
was actually comforting visitors as much as they were a
comfort to me. Some were sobbing and unable to speak
(that is usially me) and we would just bug each other for
@ few wrinutes and moved on to the next visitor. Without
funeral visitation, where would this consoling and comfort-
ing come from?

Oune last impression of the importance of visitation was the
actual viewing of my mother. | had spent the last week with
her and had seen her at ber phrysical worst, I was not look-
ing forward to seeing her lying in a casket in that condition.
To my surprise, she was beautiful! It was wy mom before
the cancer {before her chemotherapy, before the struggles!)

've changed. 1 will try to visit or attend the funeral of
friends and family without besitation. Not because of the
benefit that T will receive, but because of what impact my
presence will make on the family that is grieving. A kind
word, a few tears, and a loving embrace - that’s what
visttation is all about.

The Cemetery is a Memorial to Your Life

In the same way, the cemetery is a memorial to your life,
not your death. It is a place of remembrance, a place to
bring about memories and healing, and a place for future
generations to know something about your life and your
heritage.

Cemeteries are keepers of history, If we would follow some
of the ways people think today, we would not have the
Eincotn memorial, Veterans memoriats, Arlington Cemetery,
or any of the great memoriais and cemeteries. What does it
matter? [t does matter to the living. You may not be a presi-
dent or a major historical figure, but your life is important
to your family, friends and fature generations.

Just a few months ago, a young girl came to the cemetery
office to tocate her grandfather’s grave. | looked through
alt of our records and could not find him but did find her
grandmother. She then recalled that someone mentioned
that he had been cremated and possibly scattered. Needless
to say, she left disappointed. No record, no grave, no
memorial. Let’s remember it%s abour them!!!!

This does not mean that yor have to spend a lot of money
for a traditional burial. Pre-planning is one way to avoid
emotional overspending. Be informed, ask questions, be
frugal, and stay within your means.

continued on page 18
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Dan Gallagher (third from left) is shown
with the staff of Gethsemane Cemetery.

If you have chosen cremation, the
cremated remains should be treated
with respect since they are the remains
of the human body, This treatment
includes: visitation, the use of a worthy
vessel to contain the remains, the
manner in which they are carried, the
care and attention to their appropriate
placement and transport and their final
placement.

continued

Cremated remains should be buried

or entombed to provide a recognized
place for memorializing of the
deceased. The practice of scattering
cremated remaing or keeping cremarted
remains in the home or car or with
relatives and friends are not in keeping
with reverent, respectable disposition,
nor does it allow for proper healing of
cmotions, the grief and finality.

This life that GOD has so graciously
given us is precious and wonderful.
We celebrate one's birth, so we need
to celebrate one’s death.

“Better to spend your time
at a funeral than a party.”

- Feclesiastes 7:2-4

After all, everyone dies, so the living
should take heart. Sorrow is better
than laughter, for sadness has a refin-
ing influence on us. A wise person
thinks about death, while a fool thinks
only about having a good time.”

Dan Gallagher is Director of
Gethsemane Cemetery in Lima, OH.
He may be reached at 4192331651
or by email at gethsemane @weoil.com.

with KRYPROTEK® Casket Enclosures

Protect Your Mausoleum
Kryprotel is a revohulonary new prod-
uet s,gllmgﬂ the mdu«m i md i

teed to protect your mauseledm invest-
ment from casket damages and at the
same thne enthances the overall quatily
of the visiting environment.

Prevents Damage
Kryproteks unique patented  design
fearuves a hermetically sealed perma-
nent bond that pievents odors and
infestation, along with o pressure
vented top tw relesse gases and a solid
bhottor tray that is graranteed not o
leak. Kryprotek is constructed of light-
wedght I exiremely tough ABS plastic
sheeting,

N ORWALK VAULT COMPANY

i36 Jamas Street, Bridgeport, T o660y

18 Catholic Cemetery

Pressuce Yented Gas Release Leak Proafl

Assembles In Two
Bolid Bections

ek 203-366-3678 « Toll Free: Son-826-a406
Faxr 203-366-5575 * Info@Norwall WilbersVaule corn » Nusualk\%"ﬂbclt\’anh com

The Smart Solution

Keyprotek 15 the smuar qohmon for
your casker enclosure needs. This
product is an excellent value, w5 Hghe-
weight (o ship and mstalls easily in as
littie as five mimues. You can test
assured that with the winning combi-
nation of Kryprotek and the Norwalk
Vault Company, with its five geners-
tions of expertise, this s a produs
e peedls and protec

VOt HAWESLITCIES,

To Find Out More

We will be pleased o show you

0w

Kryprowek and vou will be a perfect B
fo get further  inforimanen ol

800-826-9406.

L




